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AGGIES
REACH
THE
PEAK
USU Football overcomes all odds, annihilates Aztecs to win MW title

PHOTO BY Paige Johnson
Quarterback Logan Bonner lifts the Mountain West Championship trophy high above his head in celebration on Dec. 4 in Carson, California following Utah State’s 46 to 13 win over SDSU. Bonner was named the game’s offensive MVP.
By Mark Greewood
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

U

tah State is the champion of the Mountain West
Conference for the first time after a 46 to 13 rout
of San Diego State in Carson, Califonia on Dec. 4.
Utah State’s smothering defense and relentless air-raid
led them to their first win over a top 25 opponent since
2015.
Quarterback Logan Bonner threw for 318 yards and
four touchdowns, the most touchdown passes ever in a
Mountain West Championship Game. Brandon Bowling
would haul in eight of Bonner’s passes for 154 yards and

two touchdowns.
The game’s real story was the overwhelming
performance from the Aggie defense. Twice in the first
half, the Aggie defense found themselves up against the
goal line with the ball inside the redzone. The Aztecs
were allowed only three points between those two trips
inside the 20. All in all, the defense accounted for one
fumble recovery and accounted for three turnovers on
downs.
In addition to the defensive beatdown, the special
team’s unit got its fair share of blows blocking two punts
and recovering a muffed punt.
“We played our best ball when we had to have it,” said
head coach Blake Anderson after the win. “You could

clearly see that this group wasn’t satisfied with just
showing up; they wanted to make a statement. I think we
did that really in all three phases.”
A statement is what they wanted, and a statement is
what they got. After entering Saturday’s matchup as sixpoint underdogs, they would leave with a 33-point win
and hand San Diego State its biggest loss since 2013.
The game remained scoreless halfway through the
second quarter until Bonner found Derek Wright from
five yards out for a toe-tapping acrobatic touchdown. The
Aggies would add another touchdown on a one-yard rush
from Calvin Tyler Jr. and enter the locker room up 14-3.
Read the rest of this story at usustatesman.com.

Aggies’ first bowl game vs. P5 school in 60 years

By Jake Ellis
SPORTS STAFF WRITER

T

matchup for him having transferred from
Oregon State,” Anderson said, “but I
know he appreciated his time there and
appreciated the coaches that he knew, and it
will be fun for him to get to see a lot of guys
he cares a lot about.”
Former Aggie head coach, Gary Andersen,
is a common link between the two
programs. After his first tenure at Utah State
from 2009-2012, Andersen was the Beavers’
head coach for three seasons from 20152017. Andersen resigned during the 2017
season. He returned to Utah State in 2019
and was fired after an 0-3 start last season.
The inaugural Jimmy Kimmel LA Bowl

will not be the first inaugural bowl game
for the Aggies. Utah State appeared in the
first-ever Gotham Bowl game in 1961. That
since 1902
matchup was the only other time Utah State
has played a Power Five opponent in a bowl
game. The Aggies lost to Baylor 24-9.
STUDENT MEDIA
The fixture will be the fourth bowl game
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for Utah State in the Golden State; the
first bowl game there since the Aggies beat
State University since 1902.
Northern Illinois, 21-14, in the 2013 SDCCU Reporting online 24/7. Printed
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weekly during the school year.
The game will be held at SoFi Stadium
in Inglewood, California. The NFL stadium
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hosts the Los Angeles Rams and Los Angeles
Chargers. Utah State’s contest will be the
first college football game in the
stadium’s history.
“I know the kids will be super
excited about being able to play in
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he Mountain West Conference
Champion Aggies (10-3) are going
bowling for the ninth time in 11
years. Utah State will travel back to
Southern California for another high-stakes
game. This time they’ll play Oregon State
(7-5) in the inaugural Jimmy Kimmel LA
Bowl on Saturday.
“We are beyond excited for this team
to get the opportunity to play one more
game,” head coach Blake Anderson said. “I
am so proud of what our players and staff
have accomplished, and I can’t
think of a better way to celebrate
this unbelievable season than by
representing the Mountain West
as its conference champion in the
Jimmy Kimmel LA Bowl.”
It’ll be Utah State’s first game
against the Beavers since 1998, but
the Aggies are 0-3 all-time against
them. The Aggies hold a transitive
win over the Beavers. Utah State
beat Washington State, 26-23, who
beat Oregon State, 31-24.
Running back Calvin Tyler Jr.,
the lead rusher for the Aggies,
transferred to Utah State from
Oregon State. He has accumulated
six touchdowns and 796 yards this
season on 170 carries. This game
will be the first time he will play
against his former team.
PHOTO BY Paige Johnson
“This will obviously be a strange
Defensive linemen Jaylin Bannerman and Seni Tuiaki celebrate the win.

The Aggie offensive line prepares for the snap. The front five performed well against a stout SDSU defensive line.
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USU to face Oregon State in LA Bowl
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How Bonner helped lead USU to title
Transfer one of USU’s top leaders during his historic season
By Mark Greewood
SPORTS STAFF WRITER
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the season.
But his unchanging
underdog attitude has
never let him stay down for
long. Bonner was snubbed of
any MW awards, despite being one
of the top three quarterbacks in the
conference in most statistical categories.
He was ignored and written off. Yet he
responded the way he had all year and was
left standing on a stage, holding a trophy
high above his head as blue and white
confetti fell from the air around him.
“Bottom line is he was one of, if not
the best quarterback in the league,
and for him not to get any honors is a
disrespect,” said defensive coordinator
Ephraim Banda. “We took it personally.
The dude was just lights out. Hopefully, now at

this point, the league will start to respect him the way he
should be.”
“We felt disrespected this whole year, and we definitely
felt disrespected coming into this week,” said Bonner
after the Mountain West Championship. “We just play
with a chip on our shoulder, and we got it done.”
The rest of the team felt the same way and played
with the same attitude, especially in their matchup with
SDSU. The Aggies played the game just days after the
Mountain West announced that Anderson was not named
the Mountain West Coach-of-the-Year despite taking a 1-5
program to a conference championship game in just his
first year in the program.
The team made their displeasure heard by chanting
“coach of the year” chants as Mountain West
commissioner Craig Thompson introduced Anderson on
the championship podium postgame.
Bonner may not be the loudest person on the team,
but he has an obvious impact on the team’s collective
attitude. The swagger and body language he radiates
when he steps on the field is felt by everyone in the
stadium. Bonner defines the phrase ‘show don’t tell’ in all
facets of his life.
“Logan is not a real vocal guy; he’ll speak when he
needs to. What he does is the guy just keeps getting up,”
says Anderson on his quarterback. “When you watch a
guy sacrifice his body like he does, he just comes to work
every day and has earned the respect of the team, and it’s
hard to not play hard for that guy.”
Anderson was not the only coach to rave about his
quarterback’s resilience and toughness.
“First of all, he’s really tough. It’s part of what makes
him great,” said offensive coordinator Anthony Tucker.
“He’s never missed a day of practice when there were
days where he’s probably limped through practice. Just
really, really proud about the way he just shows up to
work.”
Bonner certainly walked the walk more than he talked
the talked, even when his walk was more of a limp. Take
the Hawaii game for example. He was knocked out of
the game with an injury in the second quarter, and
missed the rest of the half. But in the third quarter,
he came in and threw for three touchdowns.
Bonners relentless something-to-prove mindset
helped lead his team to their first ten-win season
since 2018 and their first Mountain West title in
program history.

O
PHOT

fter quarterback Jordan Love left Utah State
following the 2019 season to enter the NFL Draft,
Utah State Football’s quarterback situation was
less than ideal.
Head Coach Gary Andersen brought in Jason Shelley
from Utah to be the starting quarterback in 2020. As a
result, the previously presumed starter, Henry Colombi,
transferred to Texas Tech.
After an 0-3 start to the season, Gary Andersen and
the program parted ways. After an 0-4 start to the
season, Shelley was dismissed from the team.
Andrew Peasley was the starting quarterback in
the final two games of the year, guiding the
Aggies to their one win over New Mexico.
When Blake Anderson was hired as head
coach in December, one of his responsibilities
was to revamp the offense. He brought
in three offensive players with him from
Arkansas State; wide receiver Reece Jarvis,
wide receiver Brandon Bowling and quarterback
Logan Bonner.
Arkansas State’s 2020 campaign saw Bonner lead
them to a 4-7 record. He had his moments, throwing
for 239 yards in a win against Kansas State. But in a
season where the Red Wolves were ravaged by COVID
issues, he averaged 169.36 passing yards per game
and had just 18 touchdown passes in 11 games.
Flash forward almost a year later and Bonner is a
Mountain West Champion. He has one of the best seasons
of any quarterback in the conference. He threw four
touchdowns in five games — including Saturday when he
set a passing touchdown record for the Mountain West
Championship Game — and threw for a career-high five
touchdowns once, against San Jose State.
Saturday’s game was one of his best performances of
the season. He was 29-of-42 passing for 318 yards and
was named offensive MVP after routing San Diego State
46 to 13. He also broke Jordan Love’s single-season
touchdown passing record during the game, finishing
the season with 35 passing touchdowns through 13
games.
Quite the contrast from 2020.
Besides arguably senior receiver Deven Thompkins,
who is second nationally in receiving yards, Bonner has
been the important offensive piece for the team’s success.
It was unclear who the starter would be between
Bonner and Peasley coming out of fall camp — especially
because Bonner was out with an injury throughout most
of the summer.
But his hard-nosed, chip-on-the-shoulder attitude on the
field quickly led to him claiming the starting job.
“I broke my foot the second week here,” Bonner
said. “So I didn’t participate in one workout until the
end of summer … so it was tough at first just the
circumstances and new school and new teammates

and then not being able to do anything with them. It’s
easy to
say something when you’re sitting on the
sidelines on a scooter. So I didn’t
want to be that guy … so I kept my
mouth shut, did everything I needed
to do and when my time came to
get back on the field with the
guys, I was going to prove to
them that I was a leader.
I didn’t say anything.
I wasn’t gonna talk.
I was just gonna
prove it to them. I
feel like I’ve done
that.”
Bonner has
been banged up,
knocked around,
sacked, bullied,
and temporarily
left several
games injured
throughout

By Jacob Nielson
SPORTS CONTENT MANAGER

U

tah State Football has had quite the historic season under first-year head coach Blake Anderson.
After a 1-5 record last year — which resulted in
head coach Gary Andersen and the program parting ways
midway through the season — Anderson was hired.

PHOTO COURTESY OF USU Athletics

Sept. 4 — The season started with history. Logan Bonner
connected with Deven Thompkins in the end zone in the
waning minutes, and USU defeated Washington State 26
to 23 for their first Power Five win since 2014.

PHOTO BY Bailey Rigby

Oct. 16 to Nov. 13 — Elelyon Noa scored a last-second
rushing touchdown to defeat UNLV 28 to 24, kicking off
a five-game winning streak with wins over the Rebels,
Colorado State, Hawaii, New Mexico State and San José
State. They outscored the five teams 188 to 109.

Because of the pandemic, last year’s seniors were granted a final year of eligibility for 2021, and 12 student-athletes took advantage of it. It was a chance to avenge the
2020 season and have one last shot at the ultimate goal:
a Mountain West Championship.

PHOTO COURTESY OF USU Athletics

Sept. 18 — The Aggie offense exploded for 628 yards,
and USU escaped Colorado Springs with a 49 to 45 win
over divisional rival Air Force. The head-to-head win over
the Falcons ultimately helped USU clinch the division.

PHOTO BY Joseph F Myers

Nov. 20 — The Aggies are once again humbled, surrendering 362 yards on the ground and losing to Wyoming
44 to 17. The game was a gut check for USU, but they
would respond well in the coming weeks.

Added to the 13 transfers that Anderson and his coaching staff brought in and 10 non “super senior” starters
returning, including Deven Thompkins, the Aggies
believed they had the formula to get there. Here’s how it
happened.

PHOTO BY Joseph F Myers

Sept. 25 to Oct. 1 — USU fell back to earth after
opening the season 3-0, struggling in back-to-back home
games against Boise State and BYU for their first two losses of the season.

PHOTO COURTESY OF USU Athletics

Nov. 26 — Logan Bonner threw for five touchdowns, and
USU clinched the Mountain division with a 35 to 10 win
over New Mexico, finishing the regular season 9-3 and
punching their ticket to the Mountain West Championship
game.
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PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY Bailey Rigby
By Jared Adams
NEWS STAFF WRITER

T

is the season of jingle bells, mistletoe and
last-minute holiday shopping. And believe it
or not, a good, thoughtful and useful present
is possible with a tight budget. Here are 10 great gift
ideas even the most broke Utah State University student
can pull off.

1.

Dorm room decor

We all know USU’s housing isn’t the most glamorous.
Consider gifting something to spruce the place up.
Trendy items like fairy lights, letter boards and throw
blankets can be found at many big retailers for under
$20.

2.

Books

Nothing is better this time of year than cuddling up
with a good book, especially when it’s not required for
a class. Regardless of whether it’s a journal, cookbook,
romance or mystery, books are easy to find locally and
online, and are almost always below $20.

3.

Food & snacks

The only thing better than family this time of year
is food. Whether it’s homemade, store-bought, or even
from a gift card, there are options for any person on
any budget. USU even has some specialties that can’t
be found anywhere else, including the Aggie Chocolate
Factory and our famous Aggie Ice Cream.

4.

Skin care

We all know a person who is obsessed with their skin
care routine, and there are so many gift options avail-

able for that person. Lotions, moisturizers and other
skin care products can be found universally and are
often inexpensive.

5.

Cookware and kitchen gadgets

One word — blender. Two words — air fryer. Three
words — pots and pans. If there’s one thing college students and grandparents have in common, it’s an endless
need for kitchen supplies. Luckily, the list of possible
gift ideas is endless, and while many of those options
can be more expensive, there are also plenty of choices
under $25.

6.

Homemade gifts

7.

Entertainment

8.

Aggie Swag

At the end of the day, it’s the thought that counts,
so why not try making a gift. Some of the most sentimental gifts can be made from stuff you might already
have. For example, a Mason jar can be filled with slips
of paper containing date ideas, positive affirmations,
favorite memories, compliments and more.
In the digital age, we are all guilty of spending too
much time streaming. With that, there are now so
many different options that it’s impossible to have all
of them. Many streaming services cost fewer than $10
per month, and a couple months of Netflix, Hulu or
Disney+ would make a great gift for anyone.
If you have friends or family who don’t live around
USU (which I imagine most of us don’t), why not take
USU to them? The USU Campus Store offers clothing
such as shirts as low as $15, stickers, water bottles, tree
ornaments, drinkware and home goods fit for any bud-

10 great
holiday
gift ideas
on a
college
student
budget
get. Additionally, the campus store has rotating clearance items, so a trip might result in more reward than
expected.

9.

Memories

10.

The gift of quality time

Sometimes, the best gift can be the simplest. Consider
getting a friend or family member a nice framed picture. It’s simple, but photos can be printed for under a
dollar and frames can be found at Dollar Tree and on
Amazon.
There’s always someone who doesn’t want a gift, and
that’s fine. Try taking them out to dinner, plan a fun
activity for the two of you, go see a movie or a local
play or even just hang around at home. Getting someone you care about the gift of time can mean more
than any gift and will result in happy holiday memories
without breaking the bank.

Jared Adams is a sophomore at USU studying communications. Outside of news writing, Jared enjoys coffee,
elephants, rainy days and Taylor Swift.
— Jared.Adams@usu.edu

By Brock Marchant
NEWS STAFF WRITER

T

he Space Dynamics Laboratory at Utah State
University has been awarded a $1 billion contract by the Air Force Research Laboratory.
According to an article published on the AFRL’s website, the agreement is the “largest-ever contract for
space-related technology development and mission support.”
The contract is an indefinite delivery, indefinite
quantity deal in which the government grants up to $1
billion to USU for the next 10 years to fund whatever
projects the air force needs them to work on.
Eric Warren, the director of public relations for the
SDL, further explained their background and how the
contract will be used by the organization in a variety of
ways over the next decade.
SDL is a University Affiliated Research Center, or
UARC, one of the 14 in the U.S. Established by the
Department of Defense in 1996, UARC ensures engineering and technology capabilities are maintained,
according to Warren.
“Each UARC provides core capabilities to the government research and engineering community,” he said.
Warren continued to explain SDL and other UARC
locations also serve as trusted government advisors to
develop government-owned solutions to problems on a
national level using their expertise in their respective
core competency.
According to the organization’s website, the SDL’s core

The USU Space Dynamics Lab building on campus.

competencies include electro-optical sensor systems
research and development; modular open systems architecture for airborne, space and ground applications;
sensor modeling and simulation; and several other
developing technologies and programs.
The $1 billion contract will be used in these areas
depending on the needs of the AFRL.
The SDL has been working with the AFRL since the
50s when the SDL was started in part using a $60,000
contract from the AFRL to create an instrument that
could characterize emissions in the atmosphere.
The large contract and opportunities available through
the SDL have also been a sense of excitement and motivation among some USU students.
Daniela Medina, a mechanical engineering student at
USU looking for an internship with the SDL, said the
contract has helped her realize what she is working for.
“Having that emphasis in aerospace is super exciting
every time I think about all these different projects, and
I hear about all these different companies, Medina said.
“Seeing other people do what I want to do in the future
is just exciting.”
Jed Hancock, the president of the SDL, holds a similar
bright outlook towards the future of the organization
and its relationship with the AFRL.
“This contract represents a vital contribution to ensuring that the United States remains on the leading edge
of research and development for space-based technologies,” Hancock said. “The Space Dynamics Laboratory
is honored to be a trusted partner of the Air Force
Research Laboratory and the U.S. Space Force to devel-

op technologies for new missions and maintain core
capabilities for national defense.”
Hancock also said the SDL remains committed to
developing new capabilities and maintaining a strong
relationship with UARC.
“We look to a bright future in providing innovative
solutions to expand our knowledge of space and how we
work in it,” Hancock said.
Students who are interested in working for the space
organization can go to sdl.usu.edu/employment/careers.
Those who simply want to learn more about the
galaxy can attend the James Webb Telescope Watch
Party on Dec. 22 at 4:30 am in Eccles Learning Science
Center in Room 130 or through Zoom.

Brock Marchant is a sophomore studying journalism
and political science. He loves writing poetry, playing
guitar and meeting new people.
— Brock.Marchant@usu.edu

PHOTO BY Bailey Rigby
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Campus at night
By Bailey Rigby
PHOTO MANAGER

I

have been a photographer for around four years,
but I have never considered film my medium of
choice. In fact, I had never shot film outside of a Fujifilm Instax Polaroid camera if you would even consider
that to be film.
I have always been a digital artist who has enjoyed
the instant gratification of looking at photos on the
back of my camera, but when I began experimenting
with film this year, I was humbled by the thorough
process that is shooting, developing and printing film
all on your own.
Throughout this semester I have worked on a project
shooting film at night around our campus, finding interesting hidden corners of a location that almost all of us
experience every day.
The actual shooting isn’t incredibly different from the
digital process. The real kicker is loading the film onto
the reel in complete darkness, which prevents the film
from being exposed to light before being developed
and fixed. Considering the fact that I had to use scissors
during this portion, let’s just say there was literal blood,
sweat and tears put into my work.
Next is the development process. Eleven minutes of
developing, two minutes of washing, five minutes of
fixing and a final wash of 10 minutes. At this point I have

negatives to make a contact sheet of my 36 exposures,
so I can determine which ones are eligible for the printing process.
Printing is the most tedious part of the whole experience — working hard at reaching that rich, maximum
black, picking a satisfactory contrast grade, and dodging
and burning highlights and shadows takes a bit more
than using the digital sliders in Adobe Lightroom.
The average final print takes me around three to four
hours to achieve, not including mixing another set of
chemicals to develop, fix and wash in. The long days are
exhausting but exhibit incredibly satisfying results.
Spending most of my time in the darkroom this semester has been a very educational experience, but if film
has taught me anything, it is that you need to be patient
— especially when a single frame at night can take up to
30 seconds to expose. As I have shot most of my film at
night, a roll of 36 exposures takes me around two hours
to shoot.
Through this expedition of walking around at odd
hours of the night, I have been able to enjoy capturing
a very familiar place and showing it in a different light
— literally and figuratively. Additionally, I have grown
as a photographer by becoming familiar with the analog
process and all that it entails.
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Bailey Rigby is a third-year art + design
student with an emphasis in photography.
Other than walking around at night with
a tripod and camera in hand, she enjoys
painting, watching “High School Musical”
and having a non-functioning pancreas.
— bailey.rigby@usu.edu
@bailey_rigby
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Celebrating the underrepresented
Three Kings Day celebrated by Cache Valley residents

By Natalie Rust
LIFESTYLES STAFF WRITER

C

hristmas trees, presents and colorful lights signify
the approach of the holidays for many Americans.
However, the celebrations minority groups take
part in during the winter season to honor their own holidays are often overlooked.
This season, Lizzette Cruz, a first-generation Latina and
mother of four kids living in Cache Valley, hopes to showcase one underrepresented holiday in the community.
Three Kings Day, or El Dia de los Tres Reyes Magos, is a
traditional Catholic holiday celebrated on Jan. 6 in many
Latin American countries and Spain.
The holiday pays homage to the wise men, figures in
Christianity believed to have gifted baby Jesus with frankincense, myrrh and gold after his birth. The holiday is
thought to originate in the fourth century when a grand
feast would be used to honor the religious figures.
The holiday has evolved into a celebration that mirrors
Christmas, featuring gift-giving and traditions the night
before. Although every country has slight variations on the
holiday, but there are some common themes between all
of them.
For example, in Mexico and many other Latin American
countries, individuals prepare a special sweet bread called
Rosca de Reyes the night before. Inside the bread, someone will hide either one or several tiny plastic figurines of
baby Jesus.
“Whoever got that baby would have to sponsor a meal on
Feb. 2,” Cruz said.
Feb. 2, or Candlemas Day, is another Catholic holiday that
commemorates Jesus’s biblical presentation at the temple.
Many celebrants follow the tradition of leaving their
shoes outside overnight to be filled with gifts by the three
kings. Some will also leave water and grass for the three
kings’ camels much like children make carrots for Santa’s
reindeer the night before Christmas.
Many families find ways to relate the holiday back to its
inspiration: the biblical stories of the three kings.
“It always went back to my grandma telling the story of
why the three wise men would bring us gifts was because
they are the ones that took the gift to Jesus,” Cruz said.
This made the holiday that much more special for Cruz.
It didn’t merely represent an excuse for gift-giving or parties, for her it was a direct representation of an important
aspect of her and her family’s spirituality.
In many Latin American countries, Three Kings Day is often celebrated more than Christmas. For example, in Cuba,
Christmas is simply a day full of feasts and parties rather

PHOTO BY Bailey Rigby

The three wise men bring gifts to the baby Jesus in the Nativity scene outside the Logan Tabernacle.

than the tradition of gift-giving.
The actual Three Kings Day celebration in Cuba mirrors
Christmas more closely than the traditions in some other
Latin American countries.
“You put the gifts under the tree with cookies and milk
for the kings and the next day the kids wake up early to
open their gifts,” Pilar Saavedra, a Cuban immigrant from
Orem, said of her celebrations for the holiday from when
she lived in Cuba.
It can be difficult to celebrate holidays such as Three
Kings Day in the U.S where they are not shared by the
majority nor advertised in the mainstream media. Cruz
works hard to counteract this and keep the holiday alive,
even in a place such as Logan where the Latino population
represents the minority.
“Because we are such a minority here in Cache Valley I
took it on myself to try every way that I could to definitely
bring that back not only for my children, but for those in

the community,” Cruz said.
She does so through community events at the Logan Library where she showcases the holiday’s traditions.
“We have people dress up and then have like small gifts
donated,” Cruz said.
Although organizing such events can be difficult especially with a limited budget, such as Cruz’s, they are worth it
to Cruz because of what they represent.
“It comes back to culture,” Cruz said. “That’s where we
come from.”
Natalie Rust is a freshman
interested in studying international studies at Utah State
University. In her free time, she
loves to read, thrift and explore
the great outdoors.
— natalie.rust@usu.edu

@ximenaerreguin

@tmonson23

people who use the stairs instead of
the elevator at the library have a god
complex

you want me to go to a family reunion?
the thing that killed the old guy in
Knives Out?

By Alexis LeBaron
LIFESTYLES STAFF WRITER

T

he holiday season is a much-needed break after
a year filled with pure chaos. Starting with the
continuation of the coronavirus pandemic, to killer bees attacks and approximately every natural disaster
known to man — every state is looking for its own Hallmark Christmas movie ending filled with hope and holiday cheer going into the next year.
Utah has taken this annual holiday initiative and come
out as one of the states with the most Christmas cheer
throughout America, according to a survey conducted by
the Musement blog. Utah earned a score of 97 out of possible 100 points — securing their official title as America’s Buddy the Elf. Utah is the second most spirited state
ranked by the global technology company, followed closely by California who scored a 98 on the Musement scale.
Meanwhile, Connecticut was labeled the “scroogiest”
state, scoring a mere 66 points.
The blog said Utah has more Christmas tree farms per
capita, charitable giving, Christmas-related online shopping and even more Christmas-themed streaming than
almost any other state.

While this streaming and online shopping may be due
to the need to stay indoors because of the snow and chilly
wind or potentially the need to build the perfect gingerbread house, Utahans have proved their Christmas spirit
goes beyond the comforts of Christmas decorating and
cozy indoor movies.
Praised by Richard Laycock and Catherine Choi from
Finder surveys, Utah’s true Christmas spirit lies within the
charitable donations and time spent serving other people
who are in need.
In Finder’s study, Laycock and Choi found Utah residents
have averaged $12,740 given to charity per year. Though
this number is one of the highest donation amounts within
the U.S., this number only seems to be increasing year by
year. With major donations coming in from local fundraising and personal donations to soup kitchens and homeless
shelters, each person is seeking to give what they can to
those whose year has been less than fruitful.
During the coronavirus pandemic, this donation average
has increased by over $3,000. Like the Grinch, the pandemic has made Utahan’s heart grow three sizes larger
as well.
Despite their own personal struggles from this year,
many Utah residents have still elected to give all that they

can to benefit the lives of their fellow men.
Though many cannot give monetarily, Utah residents
have found other ways to give to charity during the holiday season.
With Christmas donation programs already established
such as UServeUtah, Utah’s Habitat for Humanity, Operation Christmas Child, Forgotten Patient Christmas Project,
Sub for Santa and many other programs, Utah residents
are able to volunteer thousands of hours over the holiday
season to those in need — Making the holiday season the
most charitable and cheerful season of the year.
This holiday season, find your reason and way to join
this initiative. Whether it be streaming Michael Buble or
going to the soup kitchen, your contribution could take
the Beehive state from No. 2 to No. 1 come 2022.
Alexis LeBaron is a Junior in the
Public Relations Program. She is a
self-proclaimed hobby junky who is
pretty much down do to anything.
— a02376044@usu.edu
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@notgreatatmath

@JustinjaRice

@yolkontherocks

my toxic trait is that I think I can pass
my finals without studying

So you mean to tell me 8 first team
players and the coach of the year
couldn’t beat 1 First team player
make it make sense
@MountainWest @CHbanderson
The REAL coach of the Year

my mental health would benefit
with a cowboy hat
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Utah nationally ranked No. 2 for most holiday cheer
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U.S. Senate candidate Becky Edwards comes to USU
By Jacee Caldwell
NEWS STAFF WRITER

A

B

ecky Edwards, a Republican candidate in the
race for the U.S. Senate, made an appearance at
Utah State University on Dec. 3.
During her time on campus, she scheduled interviews,
interacted with students, toured the university and participated on a panel for an event organized by the USU
Government Relations Council.
Edwards has been to Southern Utah University, Snow
College, her alma mater — Brigham Young University
— and has a scheduled visit to the University of Utah.
She said she does this to get young adults involved and
to help them understand their voices can be heard.
“I think that people see that they may only be one
voice, but you are part of a movement of young people
who want to make a difference and I think it empowers you,” Edwards said. “I get discouraged when I hear
young people say politics is not a place for them. We
need you young people. We need your voices. We need
your engagement. We need your perspectives.”
And not only does Edwards claim she can successfully
represent college students and young adults, but she
said she strongly believes she can represent all of Utah
more effectively than the current leadership.
In a press release from May, Edwards said she’s
watched politics become “divisive and dysfunctional,”
and has finally decided that it was time for a change.
Specifically, Edwards points out Senator Mike Lee’s
leadership has been ineffective and fails to take action.
“We’re seeing over and over that Senator Lee misses
opportunities to really represent and advocate for the
people of Utah,” she said. “He is not reaching out to
everyday Utahns, not listening and he’s contributing to
gridlock. Utah residents are really left out because of
that.”
Edwards campaign slogan, “better leadership, better
solutions,” makes a point towards this and she said
through her experience, dedication and passion to unite
rather than divide, she will accomplish this goal.
Another important thing to note is if Edwards is elected, she will be the first woman ever from Utah to serve
in the U.S. Senate. And with only 58 women senators
to have ever served, 24 of which are currently serving,
Edwards hopes to set an example for future generations.
“I had a nine-year-old girl ask me if I would be the
first woman senator from Utah and I told her, ‘Yes,
and I hope you’re the second.’ She just beamed, her
eyes brightened,” Edwards said. “I love that first means
something; it means there can always be a second.”
The Davis County native and lifelong Utahn said being
an inspiration to young girls is just one of the many
ways that she hopes to bring every individual’s voice to
the table and allow everyone a chance to be heard.
“You cannot know what you haven’t been intentionally
seeking out. Those voices do matter in real world conversations,” Edwards said.
According to Edwards, whoever wins the Republican
primary will win the race overall, however, voters must
be a registered Republican in order to participate in

Becky Edwards answering questions during an interview with Jacee Caldwell on Dec. 3.

that election. She emphasized the first step to getting
voices out there is by going out, voting and registering
to vote as a Republican.
However, voting is only the beginning. Edwards said
individuals hoping to not allow their political views to
divide them, must engage in conversation and spread
the word about politics. She continued to explain if people strive to insert themselves into issues in their community and to become politically engaged, they can also
find their voices within each other.
“Find a group of people who align with you on a particular issue — whether it’s climate, diversity, taxes or
whatever,” Edwards said. “Find a place for your voice to
be heard and make yourself present in the places where
decisions are being made.”
Growing up, Edwards wasn’t necessarily raised around
politics and doesn’t consider herself as having a childhood within a political family. However, she was taught
by her parents to be willing to say what she believes in
and to do something about it. This is one reason why
Edwards decided to run for the U.S. Senate, so she
could have that chance to make a difference.
And with the growing support from her fellow Utahns,
she claims to have 89% of her donations come from
people within the state, compared to Lee’s 12%.
However, Edwards’ support extends beyond donations. During the USU political panel, fellow panel
member Darren Parry, a Shoshone Tribal Leader and
former Democratic candidate running for Utah’s 1st
Congressional District, also had good things to say.
“If you look at the national level today, I am almost to
the point that I’m not sure what we can do to change,”
Parry said. “But when I see people like Becky running
and other good people with good hearts and values, it
just centers me back to having hope again.”
Another big part of support is being known and loved.

PHOTO BY Bailey Rigby

Edwards said one of the hardest parts about running
against an incumbent is having people recognize Lee’s
name rather than hers.
“A lot of people are actually in the ‘anybody but Mike
Lee’ camp, and I take that and say, ‘Let me talk to you
about what it means to bring better politics to the U.S.
Senate,’” Edwards said. “Over and over again I’m seeing people move from ‘anybody but Mike Lee’ to team
Becky.”
Edwards’ campaign is about helping make a shift to
more effective leadership that she believes our state
needs and ensuring representation for everyone despite
age, gender, political party, religion and race.
Ethan Conlee, the USUSA Student Advocate Vice
President and chairman of the Government Relations
Council, said he loves the idea of Edwards including
college students in political engagement and believes it
opens a conversation so students can do their part too
in improving our community and state.
“I think it is important to engage with people that are
involved in the community, whether that’s a politician
like Becky or a tribal leader like Darren,” Conlee said.
“These people have important insights on how we can
make differences in the areas that are important to us.”
Read the rest of this story at usustatesman.com.
Jacee Caldwell is a journalism
student and is going into her
second-year with student media.
Other than her passion for writing, Jacee also loves snowboarding, Subway, watching football
and anything made by Nike.
— Jacee.Caldwell@usu.edu

B

By Clarissa Casper
LIFESTYLES STAFF WRITER

T

hough Christmas is largely celebrated by
Christians, students at Utah State University
enjoy the holiday in their own unique ways.
One of the most popular ways people will celebrate
Christmas is gift giving. For some, this symbolizes the
items brought to the baby Jesus in the Bible. The three
wise men brought the baby gold, frankincense and
myrrh.
For others, giving gifts is significant around this time
for other reasons. USU student Lauren Payne uses gift
giving as a way to express her love for the people she
is close to.
“It’s just my love language,” Payne said. “I love when
Christmastime rolls around because it gives me an
excuse to get my loved one’s gifts that remind me of
them.”
Decorations are also a big part of the holiday. Many
represent things relating back to Jesus Christ. For example, wreaths are often times believed to represent
the thorns worn by Christ at the time of his crucifixion,
candy canes represent the staffs held by the sheepherders in the story of the Bible, and the red berries
on holly is supposed to represent the blood shed by
Christ.
One of Payne’s favorite ways to celebrate the holiday
is by making her own decorations.
“There is nothing more fun than sitting around, chatting with roommates and laughing about our inability
to make paper snowflakes,” Payne said.
Payne also enjoys making popcorn garlands for her
tree and crocheting holiday themed sweaters for her
cat.
One of the most universal decorations for Christmas
is the decorated fir tree. According to USU student
Whitney Boden, pagans were one of the first to use
trees as decorations — though they did not use the

whole tree, just the branches.
“The branches would hang from windows and over
doorways during the winter solstice,” Boden said.
For Christians, the tree represents a variety of things,
such as Christ and new life. USU sophomore Kaylee
Bullock, has decorated her tree the same since she was
a kid.
“There is a process to decorating a Christmas tree,”
Bullock said. “You have to start with the ribbons and
the beads and end with the snowflakes and poinsettias.”
Bullock looks forward to decorating her tree all year,
as it brings her family together.
Even those who don’t identify as Christian can celebrate and enjoy this holiday. Emily Berry — a student
here at USU — loves Christmas because she enjoys
how the holiday brings everyone together through
service.
“Something me and my family always do on Christmas Eve is bring a gas station attendant who has become a close friend Indian food,” Berry said. “This has
become a tradition of ours, and not only does it bring
him joy, but it brings us closer together as a family.”
Logan offers many different ways to offer service
around the holidays. Whether it is just subbing for
Santa, volunteering at a non-profit organization or
shoveling snow for somebody who needs help.
“During the holidays I feel extra fortunate because
of everything I have been given,” Berry said, “and I
love to share that with those who are less fortunate
because everyone deserves to feel the spirit and joy of
Christmas time.”
Clarissa Casper is a sophomore
studying journalism and aquatic
science. Outside of writing for
the Statesman, she loves to hike,
write poetry and watch whales.
— clarissa.casper@usu.edu

Blue and sliver colored ornaments hang on a branch at Utah State University’s Festival of Trees from Nov. 29 to Dec. 4.

George Miller is a sophomore studying biochemistry and math. He loves finding new
music, eating otter pops, and training with
the USU club gymnastics team. Tune into
his experimental music-centered show Left
of Center on Mondays at 8 p.m.
on Aggie Radio.
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Opinion: Buy ethically sourced gifts this Christmas

G

lobal Village Gifts in Logan is
the perfect place to get unique,
ethically sourced gifts this
holiday season.
The store — built through the dedication of a socially conscious 71-year-old
woman named Sally Keller — is a member of the Fair Trade Federation, and is
currently the only fair-trade non-profit
store in Utah, according to store assistant Victoria Johnson.
As members of the FTF, GVG pays artisans in third-world countries fair price
for the products they make, according
to Johnson. Most corporations that run
for a profit purchase their products at
the lowest price, which is harmful to
the artisans.
“Our goal is to help these artisans
provide for their families and improve their future rather than endure
unemployment and substandard living
conditions,” Johnson said.
Fair trade organizations — such as
GVG — strive for economic success in
developing countries, said Johnson.
They do this by working with middlemen between them and the artisans.
“All artisans that work with our vendors get paid for their goods regardless
PHOTO BY Bailey Rigby
of us selling them, Johnson said. “This Global Village Gifts is a nonprofit organization that pays artisans in third-world countries for their products.
system of commerce ensures that artisans
became obvious: there was a demand for fair trade
“We strongly encourage the community to engage
who are economically and socially vulnerable are
products to be offered throughout the year.”
with the store,” Johnson said, “whether it’s through
still remunerated for their services.”
Johnson said Keller made efforts to open a season- coming in and asking more about principles of fair
The items inside of the store often have a story
al fair-trade store, which would be open throughout trade, purchasing items, donating or volunteering
attached to them.
the year around major holidays.
their time at the store.”
“This gives the consumer a different type of inter“The store was created with two purposes in
Those interested in volunteering can check out
action between the goods and where it originated
mind:
to
offer
the
public
fair-trade
products
and
to
their
website at globalvillagegifts.org or contact the
from,” Johnson said.
educate on the mission of fair trade,” Johnson said.
store at 435-713-4347 and volunteers.gvg@gmail.
According to Johnson, many of the products sold
According to Johnson, volunteers ran GVG for the
com.
at GVG are made by women — who are often the
first nine years.
sole supporter in these countries.
“From the beginning, volunteers dedicated their
“By purchasing merchandise at Global Village
time and talents in any way possible to get the store
Gifts, you are contributing to better the lives of
up and running as a viable business,” Johnson said.
underprivileged artisan families in Asia, Africa and
Many of GVG’s volunteers and board members
South and Central America,” Johnson said.
Clarissa Casper is a sophomore
have
travelled all around because of their passion
GVG started in 2003 under the umbrella of Ten
studying
journalism and aquatic
for helping others.
Thousand Villages but separated in 2005 and bescience.
Outside of writing for
“For several volunteers, GVG is a way to connect
came the registered nonprofit association they are
the Statesman, she loves to hike,
with
the
community
while
being
surrounded
by
now. Sally Keller put in over a decade of work to
write poetry and watch whales.
beautiful items from all over the world,” Johnson
get GVG to where it is at today.
said.
According to Johnson, her efforts began by
— clarissa.casper@usu.edu
Students looking for ways to get involved as well
working to bring an extension of the alternative gift
as
gain
an
education
on
these
topics
can
volunteer
market to Logan’s First Presbyterian Church.
“The annual event continued on for years with en- with GVG. Though volunteering isn’t the only way
thusiasm,” Johnson said. “The reaction of the public someone can contribute to this cause.
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Last week’s solution:

Sudoku puzzles are provided by
www.sudokuoftheday.com.
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Stephen Kotsanlee punts the ball to a teammate during the Moutain West Football Championship on Dec. 4.
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